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“The preservation of oyster

beds is as much the role of

the state as the preservation

of forests.” 
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• OSPAR list of threatened and/or declining species and habitats (2008) 

• OSPAR recommendation (2013/4)

• Flora Fauna Habitat Directive

• Marine Strategy Framework Directive

• Increasing awareness for the value of ecosystem functions & services

• Further declines of the stocks

• Feasibility studies & pilot projects
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Progress

• Broodstock enhancement

• Coastal pilot reefs with juveniles and adults

• Offshore pilot reefs with seed oysters

• Plans for Up-scaling in the Netherlands, in Germany, in UK

• Seed oyster production for restoration

• Conservation and passive regeneration in France

• Disease tolerance in Ireland, in France

Projects are focusing on:
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• Oyster Restoration Workgroup, 
USA

• Shellfish Restoration Network 
(SRN), Australia

• Native Oyster Restoration Alliance 
(NORA), Europe

• UK-Ireland Network
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Conclusion

The native European Oyster Ostrea edulis once covered vast areas of the open 
North Sea and other European coastal waters. 

As an ecosystem engineer it built biogenic reefs and played a key ecological role for
the wider ecosystem by providing many essential ecosystem functions and services. 

Efforts to restore the native oyster and its associated habitats are gaining
momentum across Europe. 

Major challenges have been identified and are being addressed: 
Up-scaling will be a crucial next step to achieve substantial ecological effects.
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Thank you!
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